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Detailed Action 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-11, 13-28, and 30-40 have 
been considered but they are not persuasive. 

2. The Applicant is arguing the following: 

1) They are arguing that the combination of Levi, in view of Naito does not 
teach means provided in said peripheral device for selecting one 
peripheral device out of said plurality of peripheral device other than said 
peripheral device, to manage said peripheral devices. 

As to point (1 ), Applicant argues that the Server (2) of the Natio, which 
is cited for the teaching of the peripheral device recited in the independent 
claims of the present is not a "peripheral device", and Natio fails to teach 
peripheral device for selecting one peripheral device out of said plurality of 
peripheral device other than said peripheral device, to manage said 
peripheral devices it has been considered but is not persuasive. 

First, Naito teaches, at page 4, [0109], a server (2) has various 
functions such as a file server function and Web server function. 
Moreover, at page 4, [01 18], the server (2) acquires information from the 
printer 6 or 7 or the function composite type copying machine 8 or 9 and 
returns the information to the manager PC 3 or the client PC 4 or 5. 
Alternatively, the server (2) performs setting of the printers 6 and 7 and 
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the function composite type copying machines 8 and 9.. As a result, the 
server (2) is satisfied the condition of claim 13, which Applicant 
mentioned, therefore, server (2) is a peripheral device. 

Secondly, since the server (2) is a peripheral device, Naito 
teaches the server (2) not only selects the printer, at page 5, [0135], 
[0136], this peripheral device management program 305 is implemented 
as one application on the server (2). In addition, at page 6, [0156], after 
server (2) selects the printer, server (2) is also checking the type and the 
storage size of the selected printer. 

Therefore, Naito does teach the selecting one peripheral device 
out of said plurality of peripheral device other than said peripheral device, 
to manage said peripheral devices. 



Response to Amended Claims 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



1. Claims 1,3-11, 13-28, and 30-40, are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being 
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unpatentable over Levi (U.S. Patent 6636983) in view of Naito et aL (US PG Pub 
No. 2001/0029530). 

2. Regarding claim 1, Levi teaches a peripheral device (Levi, col. 30, 1. 2, peripheral 
interconnect card corresponds to the peripheral device ) configured to be 
connected to a plurality of peripheral devices via a network (Levi, col. 28, 1.65-67, 
col.29, 1.1-4, fig. 14) said peripheral device comprising: 

• means for managing said plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, col. 
2, I. 10-22). And 

Levi discloses limitations on the connection of plurality of peripheral 
device via SNMP packet using peripheral interconnect card, but Levis 
fails to teach the means provided said peripheral device for selecting 
one peripheral device out of said peripheral devices to manage said 
peripheral devices. 

However, Naito teaches 

• means provided in said peripheral device (Natio, [0055], peripheral 
devices are connected to network, [0131], the network board 
corresponding to the peripheral devices, and Fig. 2, illustrated that 
all the device on the network contains network board, 202, 212, 
2021) for selecting one peripheral device out of said plurality of 
peripheral devices including peripheral devices other than said 
peripheral device, to manage said peripheral devices. (Naito, 
[0118],[0137], I.3-8, [0181], 1.1-6, the server 2 (a peripheral device) 
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performs setting (selecting) of another peripheral devices other 
than itself, therefore, the other peripheral device can manage the 
printing job), 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to incorporate Natio's peripheral 
device and a resource management with Levi's SNMP peripheral 
interconnect device functionality and provides the notification to the 
handler of the monitored devices. 

The motivation would be combine Natio's peripheral device 
management and setting the synchronization to the other peripheral 
device between a peripheral device and other peripheral devices 
with Levi's SNMP peripheral device notification to update the agent and 
other portion of the monitored device to prevent the major impact on the 
productivity of a business (Levis, col.1, 1.39-41) 

3. Regarding claim 3, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

• a web server (Levi, col. 30, 1.61-65); and 

• means for setting a default URL for said web server to correspond 
to a web server of said one peripheral device selected by said 
means for selecting (Levi, col. 31, 1.6-15). 

4. Regarding claim 4, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 3, further 
comprising: 
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• means for enabling said means for managing when said one 
peripheral device selected by said means for selecting is said 
peripheral device (Levi, Fig. 11, col.22, 1.6-18). 

5. Regarding claim 5, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 3, further 
comprising: 

• means for disabling said means for managing when said one 
peripheral device selected by said means for selecting is not said 
peripheral device (Levi, col.23, 1. 45-55). 

6. Regarding claim 6, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 3, further 
wherein said means for managing comprises: 

• means for receiving instructions from a user station connected to 
said network (Levi, col. 22, 1. 46-54); 

• means for requesting and receiving information from said 
plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, col. 23, 1.2-5); 

• means for setting configurations for said plurality of peripheral 
devices (Levi, col. 12, L61 -66); and 

• means for sending information to said user station (Levi, col. 13, 
I.23-30). 

7. Regarding claim 7, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 3, further 
comprising means for printing (Levi, col. 11, 1.10). 

8. Regarding claim 8, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 3, 
wherein said means for selecting comprises means for comparing a 
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characteristic for each of said plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, col. 31 , L26- 
32). 

9. Regarding claim 9, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

• means for checking if another peripheral device is managing said 
plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, col. 4, 1. 8-34). 

10. Regarding claim 10, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 5, 
further comprising: 

• means for disabling said means for managing when said other 
peripheral device is managing said plurality of peripheral devices 
(Levi, col.23, I.45-55); 

• a web server (Levi, col. 30, 1. 57-67)); and 

• means for setting a default URL for said web server to correspond 
to a web server of said other peripheral device (Levi, col. 31 , 1. 4- 
22). 

1 1 . Regarding claims 11,1 3-20 have similar limitations as claims 1 , 3-1 0. Therefore, 
claims 11,1 3-20 are rejected for the same reasons set forth 

in the rejection of claims 1 , 3-10. 

12. Regarding claim 21 has similar limitations as combination of claims 1 , and 3. 
Therefore, claim 21 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claims 1 , and 3. 

1 3. Regarding claim 22, Levi further discloses the method of claim 21 , further 
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comprising the step of: disabling managing means of peripheral devices other 
than said one peripheral device (Levi, col. 23, 1. 45-55). 

14. Regarding claim 23, Levi further discloses the method of claim 21 , wherein the 
step of managing from said one peripheral device comprises the step of: 
receiving instructions from a user station connected to said network (Levi, col. 
22, I.46-54). 

15. Regarding claim 24, Levi further discloses the method of claim 21 , wherein the 
step of managing from said one peripheral device comprises the step of: 
requesting and receiving information from said plurality of peripheral devices 
(Levi, col. 23, I.2-5). 

16. Regarding claim 25 has similar limitations as combination of claim 6. 
Therefore, claim 25 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claim 6. 

17. Regarding claims 26-27 have similar limitations as claims 7-8. Therefore, 
claims 26-27 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claims 
7-8. 

1 8. Regarding claim 28 has similar limitations as combination of claim 1 . 
Therefore, claim 28 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claim 1 . 

1 9. Regarding claim 30, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 28, further comprising: a second computer code device configured to check 
which peripheral device is managing said plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, 
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Fig. 6A, col. 17, I. 37-50). 

20. Regarding claim 31 , Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 30, further comprising: a third computer code device configured to enable 
said first computer code device (Levi, col. 15, 1.62-67). 

21 . Regarding claim 32, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 30, further comprising: a third computer code device configured to disable 
said first computer code device and to set a URL of a web server to correspond 
to a web server for said peripheral device managing said plurality of peripheral 
devices (Levi, col. 16, 1.1-37, col. 32, 18-10). 

22. Regarding claim 33, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 28, wherein said first computer code device comprises: a second computer 
code device configured to receive instructions from a user station connected to 
said network (Levi, col. 6, I. 14-15, col.22, I.45-54). 

23. Regarding claim 34, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 28, wherein said first computer code device comprises: a second computer 
code device configured to request and receive information from said plurality of 
peripheral devices (Levi, col. 23, 1. 2-5). 

24. Regarding claim 35, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 28, wherein said first computer code device comprises: a second computer 
code device configured to receive instructions from a user station connect to said 
network; a third computer code device configured to request and receive 
information from said plurality of peripheral devices; a fourth computer code 
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device configured to set configurations for said plurality of peripheral devices; 
and a fifth computer code device configured to send information to said user 
station (Levi, col. 22, 1.19-42). 

25. Regarding claim 36, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 29, wherein said second computer code device comprises a third 
computer code device configured to compare a characteristic for each of said 
plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, col. 17, 1. 14-36). 

26. Regarding claim 37, peripheral device of claim 1 , wherein said peripheral device 
is a printer, a multi-function peripheral, a digital copier, a fax machine, a copy 
machine, or a combination thereof (Naito, [0080], [0191]). 

27. Regarding claims 38-40 have similar limitations as claim 37. Therefore, 
claims 38-40 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 
37. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first replay is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTH from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelvin Lin whose telephone number is 571-272-3898. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible 4/9/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

msL&iBN CALDWELL 
SJ IV&mmf PATENT EXAMINER 



